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l. Summary:

Senate Bill 1536 requires the supervisors of eectionsto be elected on a nonpartisan basis.

This bill subgtantidly amends, creetes, or repedls the following sections of the Florida Statutes:
ss. 98.015, 101.151, 105.031, 105.035, 105.041, 105.051, 105.061, 105.08, and 105.09.

Il. Present Situation:

Each of Horida s 67 counties has a supervisor of dections whose responsibilities include voter
registration and the conduct of dections.

Pursuant to Article V111, section 1(d), of the State Congtitution, the supervisor of electionisa
county officer to be eected upon the vote of the eectors; except, the supervisor of dections may
be chosen by another method when provided by county charter, or by a specia law approved by
the vote of the eectors. As the congtitution has been gpplied by Florida counties, the mgority of
supervisors of eections are generdly eected to four-year termsin partisan elections. However,
supervisors from Volusa and Polk Counties currently run in nonpartisan eections under their
respective county charters. The supervisor of dectionsin Miami-Dade County, pursuant to its
home rule charter, is appointed by the Miami-Dade County Manage.

Section 98.015, F.S., governs the eection, compensation, operations and duties of the office of
supervisor of eections. Section 98.015(1), F.S., provides that a supervisor of eections shal be
elected in each county at the genera eection in each year the number for which isamultiple of
four for afour-year term gtarting on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January
succeeding hisor her eection.
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Section 101.151, F.S., prescribes the content and order of ballots for partisan eections.

Chapter 105, F.S., establishes the qudification, €ection and campaign reporting requirements for
nonpartisan dections. The mgority of these provisions gpply to the nonpartisan eection of
circuit court, county court, and school board members.

[I. Effect of Proposed Changes:

The bill requires al supervisors of eections to be eected on a nonpartisan basi's, except for the
supervisor of dections of Miami-Dade County. SB 1536 conforms the quaifying procedures of
upervisors to be consstent with candidates for judicia office and the office of school board
member which candidates run in nonpartisan dections. The hill makes conforming amendments
tos. 101.151, F.S. (specifications for ballots), s. 105.031, F.S. (qualifying and fees), s. 105.035,
F.S. (dternative method of qualifying), s. 105.041, F.S. (form of ballot), s. 105.051, F.S.
(determination of eection to office), s. 105.061, F.S. (dectors qudified to vote), and s. 105.08,
F.S. (campaign reporting), and s. 105.09, F.S. (limitations on politica activity on behdf of a
candidate).

Section 1 of the bill amends s. 98.015, F.S., which provides for the method of eection of
supervisors of eections to provide that €ection must be nonpartisan.

Section 2 of the bill amends s. 101.151, F.S., which describes the specifications for balots, and
the order of offices appearing on the bdlot, to delete supervisors of dection from the operation
of the section.

Section 3 makes anumber of changesto chapter 105, F.S including, governing nonpartisan
elections, to specify the supervisor of eections as one of the offices for which the nonpartisan
election procedures apply. These conforming changes are made to: 101.151, F.S. (specifications
for balots), s. 105.031, F.S. (qudifying fees, candidates oath, filing requirements), s. 105.035,
F.S. (dternative method of quaifying), s. 105.041, F.S. (form of balot), s. 105.051, F.S.
(determination of eection to office), s. 105.061, F.S. (electors qualified to vote), s. 105.08, F.S.
(campaign reporting), and s. 105.09, F.S. (limitations on paliticd activity on behdf of a
candidate).

Section 4 of the bill provides an effective date of January 1, 2003.
IV.  Constitutional Issues:
A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions:
None.
B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues:

None.
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C. Trust Funds Restrictions:
None.
V. Economic Impact and Fiscal Note:
A. Tax/Fee Issues:
None.
B. Private Sector Impact:

The politicd parties will redize aloss from the filing fees and party assessments of
candidates for supervisor of eections who currently run on a partisan basis. The politica
parties receive the 2 percent party assessment and the 3 percent filing fee from partisan
candidates for supervisors of eections. In addition, nonpartisan candidates for supervisor
of eections who pay a qudifying fee would see a reduction in the fees since they would
not be required to pay a party assessment.

C. Government Sector Impact:

Election officias would be relieved of the adminidrative costs associated with the
collection and remittance of the party assessment and filing fee monies for candidates
seeking the office of supervisor of eections.

VI. Technical Deficiencies:
None.
VIL. Related Issues:
None.
VIII. Amendments:
None.

This Senate staff analysis does not reflect the intent or officia position of the bill’ s sponsor or the Florida Senate.




